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Introducti on ; 

The Indian national Paper at the U . !1 . Conference on 
Science and Technology fox' Development in Vienna in August 1979 
suggested a new development concept. The earlier development 
assessment in OFF Terms was redefined and it chose striicture 
and distribution as the basis of assessment. Even in developing 
countries inhere economic prosperity is so necessary to alleviate 
poverty and improve the quality of life, the recent concern is 
to examine afresh the development construct as distinct from 
that of economic prosperity al.one. Emphasis is on ■i^'parity, 

■»a fa.'-'’ distribution of a.,,ve.lop;ncnt benefits and ^reaching the 
underprivileged. Such a .step would result in two major 
Reaturesp ; it'; would p''v 

1 , ■ Enhance the respect and understanding of the other's 

view of the developed and developing couiitries; and 

2. It would also help build more permanent national perspec- 
tives aiid objectives dc-sirabie in an increasingly 
interdependent and one world whene man is a citizen of the 
world and a member of the human family as Go.ld smith 

The basic problem is to distinguish between human 
development and economic prosperity which together constitute 
progress. Humanity and economic self-intere. st-beth axe 
necessary. Within the development spectrum grewtb v/ith ' ju.ctice : 
must extend to the underprivileged groups with social and 
economic etc. handicaps. The tribals of India form such a 


group. The isolated ones, in particular, lack the three 
distinct development traits of manifestations - comprehension, 
confidence and. competence. : 

This presentation uses primarily the trinary comparative 
method to assess and analyse in brief 3 micro-universes of 
isolated Indian tribal f-roupis. The study, a mix of primary 
and secondary data, also relates them to the process and 
scale of development - low, medium and high. The 3 micro- 
universes are of simple, isolated and poor tribal communities 
living amidst nature and surviving mainly on subsistence 
agriculture and resisting, or being non-responsive to 
development schemes. All the three underprivileged groups 
are exposed to urban influences. The accent in the study 
is more on ; 

^physical health -^formal education and basic creative 
training ^communications ^culture and •J^economic 
infrastructures. All the throe under-privileged tribal 
groups mamely the Tharus, the Abhujmadias ( Abhujmarias) and 
the Totos have just begun to accept change. The slow pace of 
development, acceptance by a few, disinterestedness and non- 










response and the emergence of a few powerful or elite tribal s 
are now features of the three underprivileged tribal micro- 
universes described in brief .below. 

T HREE UNDER- PRIVILE GED MI CRO- TRIB AL C OmMITIBS : UNIVERSE I; The 


matri 


The 1 st universe consists of about 230 aboriginal 

Tharu tribals with mongbloid features who inhabit 





■ X 11 

A juiigj.cij of liv’est ChaEipiiX'ari cisirict of 

Bihar bordering Nepal. They have a close affinity with the 
Tharus of Naini Tal and Kheri in Uttar Pradesh. 


pi'etty ana energetic Tharu women love to 


sing and 


dance, but there is no communal merry-making. They have a 


dominant position in the matrilineal Tharu community. There, 
is active participation of Tharu wornon in economic and socia] 
activities outside the home; Tharu women are seen at markets 
anc fairs and they smoke and clrinla in puM to . Menfolk af^ 
not allowed to enter their kitchens, nor do they' eat food 
cooked by male members. The contemporary Tharu women, use- 
cosmatics and modern dresses. This is attribul^^ 


scholar to the inf luence of Nepal i: woemn living across the 


■b'O r cie 


a The /incidence ;; of poverty'^ispeytreaely h nnong the' 

Tharus //and'' the: maj:ori;ty: i:s:;'^ 

end e I’l I exploi t; th : sisipl p ■ , Thhru s f mmgs^ / ^homf hi^gh "d eg r ee/' of/ 

;; ind eb t« dne s s:'; an d : Ian d- . 'al/i e n at 1 orr;::pr#^^ 

. ■.■th:/lbhd//;:inoh.ey;X .whok^ - 

:.h:eep,/pa.^bprrpwin|;/:w|^^^^ 

,l|ap|sg/bynot///uixd:e;rst|p 

,^||i^|^/||f3y|||g||orcf|:k:-bO::;;;||p^^ 
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to make do x^ith cottons in the winter. The problems are 
those of exploitation and economic emancipation. There is 
need to stem the increasing incidences of indebtedness and land 
alienation^ and to raise the literacy level. Emergent 
problems of child labour and forthcoming change in the 
matrilineal social stru.cture need consideration to. 

In sum, in the case of the poor matrilineal Tharus of 
the Jungles of South Champaran, the winds of change have 
just begun. The non-response is by men who apprehend that 
change may not benefit them. The areas of resistance are 



partly the extreme poverty and 


general 


because of illiteracy and problems of surviva,!. In case of 
women, the modern outlook is superficial as in the case of 



use of the modern dress and cosu-tics. Re-medie.' lie in 



ing attitude of the Tharu. society 


involving women in develo 


community-feeling among them in place 


of the emerging individual trend, and organising the Tharus 


to provide better marketing and credit facilitie 


development level is the challenge and motivation is 


Universe 2 The Abhujhmarias 


micro-unrverse con 


(also Abhujhmarias ), inhabitants of the ’unknown hills’ in 
Narainpur tehsil of Bastar in ' Madhya Pradesh, Central India, 
who lack the desire for change inspite of 5 development plans 


■ _ •' 'O’ 

in the country. tisits we re to tuo vill ae'Os - Orcha and 
:»A' ■: v ■ ' 

Aden. This lack of desire on the part, of the Abhujinarias 

moi’-inf: in the jungles and unmindful of the schemes of develop- 
ment and £oais of administration is one problem. 

A local oiiiciai said triat anotii&r constraint in develor— 

A' , ' 

Bient was a problem before administration : the inability of 
planners to 1 icd a definite strategy for tribal develop/ment^ 

His emphasis wa.s on the incompatibility of modernising the 
simple and poor tribal s wdiile maintaining traditional ways. 

The dichotomy in the cJe’^elopnient strateg;/ has resulted in a 
communication gap between the administration and the tribals. 

In primitive Bastar, people living on the. peripheries 
have seen some deveiopinent and have contact with the outside 
worldj tnc Ibhooj Mad hills area are totally IsolatGc. The 
1 fe f OOD SCI . km. area .spread , over 7 hill s is unsurveyed In f' 

1971 Cexisus, only one of the 4 , COO families of the 17,000 
population was above the poverty line. Lack of socio-economic 
data-base for development and the unsurvoyed, hilly area fora 
another constraint in development. 

potails of bi-village visits are given below. At the villag 
..: wh©p;,::e;hal:0:rd:n:: ywe rb;;'phbcfc pgrAp^ 
aac:;-!’® e%:hp:- : ;:A 

tourists. Similarly, in the ’ghotul', a local dormitory type 
tpibf 1 y; |n|sp|;eibef s| b 
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dubbed ail affront 25 years ago to tbe hosts. Thus the 
importance of cash in an economy tranif orrning from the monetised 
into the non-monetised one has been realised. In the village 
of Ader, the available is villagers and a few children were 
friendly but tbe language presented direct cominunication 
with researchers. 

The rural development profile reflects on the grim poverty 
and is dark, but some change is witnessed. The Abhooj tribals 
do , shifting cultivation. They raise cattle only for beef 
and shun milk as animal secretion. The jungles hai/e little 
game and no birds or animals vere seen. A major debitating 
factor in the vjay of progress of Abbooj Mad is Sulphi, a sec- 
retion which is drunk. In the early morning, its effect is 

it ■ 

not intoxicating bui^becomes like toddy when the sun rises 
higher. It kills appctities, or satiates hunger and 
researchers say that because of the sulphi, the tribal will 
not care to earn money. These tribals are willing workers 
but are fond of watching cock-fights as amusement. They 
are carefree and satisfied with jaunts in the village. The 
problem is one of non-response. The slow pace of develop- 
ment is attributed to tribals playing truant. 

The remot»-eness of the area makes it difficult to bring 
labourers from outside. Labour in-migration is difficult. 
Motivation and increasing involvement are challenges before 
the development functionaries. Weahing away people from 
Sulphi, cock-fight amusement . aft'd care-free jaunts in the 
jungles are problems for the tribal, develo.pment functionaries. 


e,ub~ 


U niverse 3 : The _Tot<is 

This universe consists ol nearly 572 Totos^ a 
I-iiTvalay an tribe of Jalpaiguri district (West Bengal) t.hat is 
fficinf" the oroblero of exteraination and is in the grip of 
poverty. It extends to the tiny village Totopara, named 
a-fter tha tribe. In the tribe also, the scale of rlevelopmerit 
is low and change has just begun. The sub^tribe has nade 
some headway in their struggle for survivel but the spec tiye 

of extinction still looms large vover thern. 

The de^Biographic features of the Eicro-universe of the . 

Toto tribe mentioned below are adepuate cenoainators 
testifying to the low level of developaent especially in 
matters: of health. The.- high deathyrate , the low, birth, rate and. 
the high infant mortality rate are threatening this Mangoloid 
tribe. The increase was by 311 faces to existing 314 tribal 
rnciMbers of the comniunity in 1931, during the last 50 years. 

The tribe had oi-ry 86 members in the age-group 30-35 years 

: ; :;:and:r::gl) in f anth;:j-i er b.::: feelpw jjl ye^r .If 


:f :rom:' bf aifdly'l)lanBi.ng-'-by .jGotaxhmeht:..- 'f' y:, ;;;. 

^yp^::;: :::^bT:rib:ahVcuBtbm: allo^w sjbiyi9en::'pxe~ina:» 
^:br;e:::::sblean:isedbbnlyya,fter'ccpnce|^ 

::bpimytj:tbi:b©viii :::s|ihtt s 
■t:bbd:©tdi:bp|3e:nt:b|nnb;hfGnhh3-j§:si:;y:y|yf|j:f^^ 

:vhl:sboxSd:i^bs,tbhB:bibfy^|ib-t’iehf'y-|byjy^fy,::|h§#so5lx;;^ 
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platforms and use rough mattresses^ and gunny bags as beds 
Earthern pots, enamelware , bamboo tubes and baskets a re in 
common use. Fond of drinks, Totos run their ovm brevjeries. 

The development functionaries also have to wean them away 
from drinking. 

The Toto tribe is in a pre- embryonic stage of transition, 
just accepting modernisation j the zygote of development is 
in a state of fermation. As there is a decline in the 
traditional orange trade, most Totos have switched to agricul- 
ture. The State Government has undertaken a scheme to train 
them, in modern a,gricultural methods so that they can cultivate 
cereals and vegetables the year round. The emphasis is on 
inter intra- and multi- cropping patterns. A dairy-cum- 
poultry farm has been set up to make their economy viable. 

A Toto group has been trained in poultry technique. Another 
group has been provided viith cattle to encourage them in 



agricultural activities. 

There is an attempt to improve living conditions j already 
a cluster of dwelling houses in, place of their battered bamboo 
fenced traditional alcoves has been constructed. A few Toto 
children have been persuaded to go to school -- an indication 
of a gradual acceptance of modernity. But, the elders are 
still reluctant to accept any change. 

In snm, while the scale of d evelbpment is low, the 
tilt is indicated towards the ' medium,^ While the process of 
development has been initiated in .the , spheres of agriculture, 


^ Pi. 
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dairy, poultry, housing, drinking water and education, the 
identified areUvS of resistance a,re : 

■**’superstit i on ^drinking habits -s^elders’ reluctance 

to accept change, and ^‘•non-re sponse of children to 
schooling and education. 

TITS THREE MI C RO - TRI3AI. IJKIl/t RSBS AND T HE COM PAPABI L-tT¥ : 

The three sin, all universes under study coxisist of 3 ti.nder»... 

privileged tribal groupsx the Tharus, the iujlna jhmadias and 

the Totos living in isolation 'amidst nature in a subsistent 

state of economy. Their level of technology is low and formal 

institutions are few. A second point of cornparabdlty is the ' 

and 

very early stage£low status in the development scale, A , 
thirdmie is the beginning of change and acceptance of 
dcvel Cj..;riont schemes etc. in so-ne areas as . education, of 
.advanced technol og-y in subcistonce agriculture, and ,wl£ o the 
restriction of tin.- sc to a people. Resistance, dis- 

interestedness and non-response prevail. Distribution is Tncct*ro 
rc-strictod tr the few and a new and emergent power structure 
is/:::eTae:rgiiig'.r;r/;;^ is-\C;han;g|:aiB’;;th-ev: ua socihl- •;st;rubiure •■h 

•:^;#:e:i:e:i-ib;feS|ie:u:Sil' ip p;;; iu : :;;t;hi:sr 
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Conclusion 


The three underprivileged tribal groups namely the 
Tharus;, Abhujr ’arias (iib.hu jhmadi as ) and the Totos provide ; 
an interesting cluster of m.iro-groups in a pre-adaptive 
state of planned development. The studies are longitudinal 
but in parallel situations, the 3 universes as latitudinal 
on two grounds. ' ■ 

1. Their isolation^ poverty anc3 low developinent 
scale link them. 

2. The changing profile, a -small degree of response, the 
slow pace of development and polarisation of benefits etc. 
show upward curves and become another factor of linkage. 

The assessment of these isolated tribal groups based oh a 
bi-factorial ana3.ysis and a trinary methodology is supported: 
by primary and secondary sources -of : d ata; visits, dialogues, 
ana wri'l'Cv.ri uatoriai- The unsurveyed nature oi' one universe, 
the -'-einotencss, the illiteracy, low health, simple technology, 
gradual induction of now formal institutions such as cooperati 
schools otc., emergent features such as child labour, now 
leaderships, realisation of cash in an increasingly modernised 
cconoray am interesting features which are also useful for 
replicability. The anthropologists approach has suggested 
nuances specific to the situation to help i:a alternatives 
for development j the matrilisi&al ' structure which incicates 
winning over mon who aro apprehensivep the isolation of ore 
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hilly terrain which indicates better transport facilities; 
the problem of decline in numbers faced by a group- 
where the Government has pre-vented propagation of the Small 
Family Norm. In a profile of poverty of an underprivileged 
group in a planned economy the p,roblems are many - the pace, 
the type, the direction etc. of development. VJhat Emerges 
is that if prosperity is to replace poverty---parity is the 
key word. Management, modernisation, optimal results, 
minimum needs, integration e tc . in the process of development 
require ' establishing of a rapport to bridge the communica- 
tion gap. One step in understanding a people is knov;ing their 
culture, their way of life. Culture at times has a vitality 
that is ignored or under-rated, but it can at times be more 
lasting and effective than the administrative apparatus of the 
state. 

Besides knowing the culture, another step in bridging the 
communication gap is to evolve local response and this is 
possible through leaders - established md emergent. A third 
step is to create accountability in the people, communicate 
with them and educate them for economic emancipation and 
social development. These are enduring features of poverty 
and isolation which need to be tackled. Confidence has to be 
instilled, the comprehension -widened and the competence streng- 
thened. Reaching the underprivileged such as the 3 macro-groups 
of tribals viz. the Tharus, tHe Abhoojmsrias and the Totos is 
one aspect among 2 others viz., parity ard a fair distribution of 
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development benei’its in tbe contemporary construct of 
development in India. The challenge of' development of these 
underprivileged comiiiuni ties is complex and acquires a new 
ineaning and urgency even in the global context. The U.K, 
decale has dust begin in, January this year. . . . 


ilew Delhi;^^ : 
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